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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
LOCALIZATION OF STREAMING SOURCES
IN HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

This document relates generally to hearing assistance sys-
tems and more particularly to a system that spatially enhances
an audio signal streamed to listening devices such as hearing
aids to allow for real-time localization of a streaming source.

BACKGROUND

Hearing assistance devices include a variety of devices
such as assistive listening devices, cochlear implants and
hearing aids. Hearing aids are useful in improving the hearing
and speech comprehension of people who have hearing loss
by selectively amplifying certain frequencies according to the
hearing loss of the subject. A hearing aid typically includes a
microphone, an amplifier and a receiver (speaker). The
microphone receives sound (acoustic signal) and converts it
to an electrical signal and sends it to the amplifier. The ampli-
fier increases the power of the signal, in proportion to the
hearing loss, and then sends it to the ear through the receiver.
Cochlear devices may employ electrodes to transmit sound to
the patient.

Wireless communication technology such as Bluetooth
provides hearing assistance devices with capability of wire-
lessly connecting to telephones, television sets, computers,
music players, and other devices with audio output using a
streaming device. Examples of wireless hearing assistance
systems include wireless hearing aids and a streaming device
that transmits sound from an audio source to the wireless
hearing aids. Such wireless hearing aids when connected to
streaming devices function like wireless headphones, which
typically do not allow the wearers to locate the source of
sound.

Under some circumstances, however, it is desirable for a
user of a wireless hearing assistance device to identify and/or
locate the source of the sound being heard. Wireless hearing
aids worn by a patient suffering hearing loss is an example
where the user (patient) may desire spaciousness for the
sound being heard, such that the sound is heard as being from
its source rather than occurring inside the user’s ear.

SUMMARY

A hearing assistance system streams audio signals from
one or more streaming sources to a hearing aid set and
enhances the audio signals such that the output sounds trans-
mitted to the hearing aid wearer include a spatialization effect
allowing for localization of each of the one more streaming
sources. The system determines the position of the hearing
aid set relative to each streaming source in real time and
introduces the spatialization effect for that streaming source
dynamically based on the determined position, such that the
hearing aid wearer can experience a natural feeing of the
acoustic environment.

In one embodiment, a hearing assistance system for trans-
mitting sounds to a user includes a streaming source, a hear-
ing aid set, a positioning system, and a spatialization proces-
sor. The streaming source is configured to produce an audio
signal and stream the audio signal to the hearing aid set. The
hearing aid set is configured to be communicatively coupled
to the streaming source via a wireless link to receive the
streamed audio signal, process the streamed audio signal to
produce output sounds, and transmit the output sounds to the
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user. The output sounds have a spatialization effect allowing
the user to locate the streaming source. The positioning sys-
tem is configured to determine the position of the hearing aid
set relative to the streaming source in real time. The spatial-
ization processor is configured to process the audio signal
using the position of the hearing aid set relative to the stream-
ing source such that the output sounds include the spatializa-
tion effect.

In one embodiment, a method for transmitting sounds to a
user is provided. An audio signal is streamed to a hearing aid
set from a streaming source. Output sounds are produced
using the audio signal and to the user using the hearing aid set.
A position of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming
source is determined in real time. The audio signal is
enhanced using the position of the hearing aid set relative to
the streaming source such that the output sounds include a
spatialization effect allowing the user to locate the streaming
source.

This Summary is an overview of some of the teachings of
the present application and not intended to be an exclusive or
exhaustive treatment of the present subject matter. Further
details about the present subject matter are found in the
detailed description and appended claims. The scope of the
present invention is defined by the appended claims and their
legal equivalents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing assistance system providing for spatial enhancement
of streamed audio.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
streaming source of the hearing assistance system.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing aid set of the hearing assistance system.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing aid positioning system.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating another embodiment
of'the hearing assistance system including multiple streaming
devices.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an embodiment of a
method for spatially enhancing streamed audio.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description of the present subject
matter refers to subject matter in the accompanying drawings
which show, by way of illustration, specific aspects and
embodiments in which the present subject matter may be
practiced. These embodiments are described in sufficient
detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the present
subject matter. References to “an”, “one”, or “various”
embodiments in this disclosure are not necessarily to the
same embodiment, and such references contemplate more
than one embodiment. The following detailed description is
demonstrative and not to be taken in a limiting sense. The
scope of the present subject matter is defined by the appended
claims, along with the full scope of legal equivalents to which
such claims are entitled.

This document discusses an apparatus and method for spa-
tially enhancing streamed audio including real-time localiza-
tion of streaming sources for wireless hearing assistance
devices such as wireless hearing aids. Examples of wireless
hearing assistance systems include wireless hearing aids and
streaming devices such as SurfLink® Mobile and SurfLink®
Media provided by Starkey Laboratories, Inc. (Eden Prairie,
Minn., U.S.A.). SurfLink® Mobile provides hearing aid
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wearers with true hands-free conversations, and integrates
functions of cell phone transmitter, assistive listening device,
media streamer, and hearing aid remote control. It wirelessly
streams sound from any Bluetooth enabled audio source to
hearing aids. Surfl.ink® Media provides hearing aid wearers
with “set-and-forget” media streaming that transmits stereo
sound from an audio source to any SurflLink® compatible
hearing aids in range without paring or body-worn relay
devices. It enables multiple hearing aid wearers to connect to
a single audio source device, and streams audio to SurfLink®
compatible hearing aids upon their entrance into the stream-
ing device’s wireless communication range.

Currently when streaming audio to wireless hearing aids,
such as from SurfLink® Mobile and SurfLink® Media, the
audio is presented to the hearing aid wearer diotically (i.e., the
same signal is streamed to both right and left hearing aids) or
in stereo (i.e., a left channel signal is streamed to aleft hearing
aid and a right channel signal is streamed to a right hearing
aid). While both of these options can provide improved audi-
bility and improved sound quality over a monaural signal or a
signal that is not being streamed, they do not provide the same
auditory perception that a person with normal hearing would
experience in the same environment. For example, the acous-
tics of the environment as perceived by the person with nor-
mal hearing change when that person turns his head or moves
in space, but the wireless hearing aid wearer would not per-
ceive such change.

Efforts have been made to improve spaciousness of a sound
(i.e., to make it sound as if it is coming from a specific source
in a location outside the listener’s head). Various techniques
have been proposed. For example, to make a sound appear to
originate from a particular direction, time delays and/or level
differences can be introduced to the signals that represent the
sound and are presented to the two ears of the listener. The
time delays and/or level differences can be implemented in a
simple manner, for example by having all sounds that are
presented to one ear delayed by a certain amount of time or
decreased in level by a certain decibel amount. The time
delays and/or level differences can also be implemented in a
more complex manner for a more realistic listening experi-
ence. In one example, the phase and/or the level of the sound
signals that are presented to the two ears of the listener are
varied on a frequency-specific basis. Such an implementation
may incorporate the listener’s head-related transfer function
(HRTF), which is a response that characterizes how an ear
receives sound from a point in space. An HRTF captures
changes to the sound source that occur due to the listener’s
head and torso. Generally, incorporating HRTFs into a simu-
lated acoustic environment produces a greater sense that the
signal is occurring somewhere in space than does manipulat-
ing the acoustic signal using simple time delays or level
differences. In order to improve the naturalness of the sound,
and to make the sound appear as if it is occurring outside the
listener’s head, reverberation can also be added to the signal.

While these spatialization techniques have been proposed
for improving the spaciousness of a sound, when applied for
hearing aids they have limitations resulting from their static
nature. When the hearing aid wearer and/or the sound/stream-
ing source move in space, the acoustics of the streamed audio
signal do not change accordingly. Such static nature is not
what a person with normal hearing would experience in most
realistic environments (except, for example, when the person
uses wireless headphones). The person with normal hearing
perceives changes in the acoustics of the environment when
he turns his head and/or moves in space relative to the sound
source. In a wireless hearing assistance system including
wireless hearing aids and streaming device(s), a static spa-
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tialization technique may limit the hearing aid wearer’s abil-
ity to localize sound/streaming sources. For example, when a
diotic signal representing telephone ringing is streamed to the
hearing aid wearer, the hearing aid wearer cannot tell from the
signal where the ringing telephone is when he needs to locate
it for answering. In another example, when the hearing aid
wearer is watching and listening to television using streamed
audio, while walking to a different room, the streamed audio
would not change in a way that reflects the changing distance
between the hearing aid wearer and the television set/stream-
ing device. This may become annoying, for example, when
the hearing aid wearer is actually trying to switch his attention
from the television to other sounds in the house, such as a
conversation occurring in the different room he walks into.
Though the wireless hearing assistance system may provide
the hearing aid wearer with a switch to disable the audio
streaming in such situation, this option does not simulate
realistic hearing experience, and the hearing aid wearer will
likely find this option inconvenient.

The present apparatus and method provide a hearing aid
wearer with the option of having audio spatialization effects
that reflect the actual acoustics of the environment. For
example, if a streaming source is located at a 30° angle from
the hearing aid wearer, the streamed audio results in a sound
perceived by the hearing aid wearer as coming from a location
at that 30° angle. If the hearing aid wearer moves relative to
the streaming source (or the streaming source moves relative
to the hearing aid wearer), the spatialization effects are
dynamically updated to reflect the changing angle and/or
distance between the hearing aid wearer and the streaming
source.

In various embodiments, the present hearing assistance
system uses positioning sensors to determine the location and
orientation of a wireless hearing aid set (e.g., a pair of left and
right hearing aids) in space relative to streaming sources in
real time so that spatialization effects can be applied in real
time to the sounds presented to the hearing aid wearer. The
sounds are therefore perceived by the hearing aid wearer as
being from the locations of the streaming sources. In one
embodiment, the positioning sensors include those located in
the hearing aid set and/or the streaming sources. In one
embodiment, the positioning sensors include those located
outside of the hearing aid set and the streaming sources. In
various embodiments, the hearing assistance system uses
real-time information about a listening environment to deter-
mine what spatialization effects to apply, thereby providing a
hearing aid user with a listening experience that is substan-
tially similar to that of a person with normal hearing. Such
spatialization effects may become more important to the hear-
ing aid wearer with advanced technology allowing multiple
audio signals to be simultaneously streamed to the hearing aid
set from streaming sources at different locations.

While hearing aids are specifically discussed as an
example, the present subject matter is not limited to hearing
aids, but may be applied to any wireless streaming audio
devices, such as wireless headphones or ear buds, to provide
for spatialization effects in audio signals allowing a user to
locate streaming or sound sources. In this document, a “user”
includes, but is not limited to, a hearing aid wearer.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing assistance system 100 that provides for spatial
enhancement of streamed audio. System 100 includes a
streaming source 101, a hearing aid set 102, a positioning
system 103, and a spatialization processor 104. Streaming
source 101 is configured to produce an audio signal and
stream the audio signal to hearing aid set 102 via a wireless
link 106. In various embodiments, streaming source 101
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includes a streaming device coupled to or included in a sound
source device such as a telephone, radio, television set, music
player, computer, or any device that generates sounds. An
example of wireless link 106 includes a Bluetooth wireless
link. In various embodiments, Bluetooth and/or another suit-
able wireless communication technology may be used for
communication over wireless link 106. Hearing aid set 102 is
a wireless hearing aid set configured to receive the streamed
audio signal, process the streamed audio signal to produce
output sounds, and transmit the output sounds to a hearing aid
wearer. The output sounds have a spatialization effect allow-
ing the hearing aid wearer to locate streaming source 101 in
space. Positioning system 103 is configured to determine the
position of hearing aid set 102 relative to streaming source
101 in real time. Spatialization processor 104 is configured to
process the audio signal using the position of hearing aid set
102 relative to streaming source 101 such that the output
sounds include the spatialization effect. In various embodi-
ments, positioning system 103 and spatialization processor
can be partially or entirely included in streaming source 101
and/or hearing aid set 102.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
streaming source 201, which represents an embodiment of
streaming source 101. Streaming source 201 includes a pro-
cessing circuit 216 that produces an audio signal and a
streaming circuit 217 that streams the audio signal. In various
embodiments, streaming source 201 may be a device that is
connected to a sound generating device such as a telephone,
radio, television set, music player, or computer, or a device
being part of the sound generating device.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing aid set 302, which represents an embodiment of hear-
ing aid set 102. Hearing aid set 302 is configured to be
communicatively coupled to streaming source 101 or 201 via
wireless link 106 and includes a left hearing aid 320L. and a
right hearing aid 320R.

Left hearing aid 3201 includes a microphone 321, a wire-
less communication circuit 3221, a processing circuit 3231,
and a receiver 324L.. Microphone 3211 receives sounds from
the environment of the hearing aid wearer. Wireless commu-
nication circuit 3221, communicates with another device
wirelessly, including receiving the streamed audio signal
from streaming sources 101 or 201 directly or through right
hearing aid 320R. Processing circuit 3231 processes the
sounds received by microphone 3211, and/or the streamed
audio signal received by wireless communication circuit
322L to produce a left output sound of the output sounds.
Receiver 324L transmits the left output sound to the left ear
canal of the hearing aid wearer.

Right hearing aid 320R includes a microphone 321R, a
wireless communication circuit 322R, a processing circuit
323R, and a receiver 324R. Microphone 321R receives
sounds from the environment of the hearing aid wearer. Wire-
less communication circuit 322R communicates with another
device wirelessly, including receiving the streamed audio
signal from streaming sources 101 or 201 directly or through
left hearing aid 320L. Processing circuit 323R processes the
sounds received by microphone 321R and/or the streamed
audio signal received by wireless communication circuit
322R to produce a right output sound of the output sounds.
Receiver 324R transmits the right output sound to the right
ear canal of the hearing aid wearer.

The left and right output sounds when being simulta-
neously heard by the hearing aid wearer have a spatialization
effect allowing the hearing aid user to locate streaming source
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101 or 201. The hearing aid wearer perceives the sounds as
being from the location of streaming source 101 or 201 rather
than from inside the head.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
hearing aid positioning system 403 that is at least partially
distributed in a streaming source 401 and a hearing aid set
402. Positioning system 403 represents an embodiment of
positioning system 103 and includes “stations” 428A-N.
Streaming source 401 represents an embodiment of stream-
ing source 101 or 201 and includes station 428 A. Hearing aid
set 402 represents an embodiment of hearing aid set 102 or
302 and includes station 428B. Stations 428C-N are each a
standalone device or included in another device such as
another streaming source. FIG. 4 illustrates how positioning
system 403 can be distributed by way of example and not by
way of restriction. In various other embodiments, positioning
system 403 includes any one or more stations 1-N each being
a standalone device or included in another device such as
streaming source 401 or hearing aid set 402. Stations 428 A-N
each include one of corresponding positioning sensors 429 A-
N. Sensors 429A-N are each configured to determine one or
more parameters indicative of the position of hearing aid set
402 relative to the position of streaming source 401 in real
time. Examples of such one or more parameters include a
distance between hearing aid set 402 and streaming device
401 and an angle between hearing aid set 402 and streaming
device 401 relative to a reference direction (i.e., orientation of
hearing aid set 402 relative to streaming device 401).

While some positioning systems may each require at least
3 or 4 stations to determine a position, when outfitted with
proper hardware (e.g., orientation sensors and simple radio
frequency (RF) ranging sensors), a hearing aid and a stream-
ing device can each act as a station. With more space and
processing power, a station can potentially function as two or
more stations for short range localization of an object. For
example, WiFi antenna diversity and optimal array weighting
information have been used to provide position and orienta-
tion information. The concept is similar to how multiple
microphones can act as a highly directive microphone.
Another example includes a sensor such as a gyroscope or
other Micro-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) orienta-
tion sensor that can be included in hearing aids to track
changes in head position and orientation. These changes are
communicated to other stations to for determining the relative
position of the hearing aids to the streaming source.

In various embodiments, sensors A-N use RF electromag-
netic signals, acoustic signals (such as ultrasonic waves),
and/or optical signals to determine the one or more param-
eters indicative of the position of hearing aid set 402 relative
to the position of streaming source 401. Stations 428A-N
communicate with one another to gather the necessary
parameter values to determine the position. Examples of such
one or more parameters include angle-of-arrival (AOA),
received-signal strength (RSS), and time of flight (TOF).

AOA represents the direction of propagation of the
streamed audio signal (an RF wave) measured using the RF
wave incident on a positioning sensor such as a directional
antenna or antenna array. In one embodiment, AOA is deter-
mined based on time difference of arrival measured between
the elements of an antenna array. RSS represents power in the
received RF wave that can be used to determine the distance
over which the RF wave has traveled using propagation-loss
equations. In free space, the propagation loss is proportional
to the square of the distance between the transmitter (stream-
ing source 401) and the sensor, and proportional to the square
of'the frequency of the RF wave. TOF is the propagation time
for the RF wave to travel from the transmitter to the sensor,
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from the sensor to the transmitter, or round-trip between the
transmitter and the sensor. In various embodiments, position-
ing system 403 measures AOA, RSS, TOF, one or more other
parameters indicative of the position of hearing aid set 402
relative to streaming source 401, or any combination of two or
more of these parameters. For example, positioning system
403 may use AOA to provide the hearing aid wearer with the
output sounds indicative of only the direction of the streaming
source, use RSS and/or TOF to provide the hearing aid wearer
with the output sounds indicative of only the distance from
the streaming source, or use AOA and RSS and/or TOF to
provide the hearing aid wearer with the output sounds indica-
tive of both the direction of the streaming source and the
distance from the streaming source.

Referring back to FIGS. 1-3, upon determination of the
positions of hearing aid set 102 (or 302, 402) relative to
streaming source 101 (or 201, 401), spatialization processor
104 processes the audio signal using the determined position
by applying spatialization to make the output sounds per-
ceived by the hearing aid wearer as they are coming from the
direction of streaming source 101. In various embodiments,
spatialization processor 104 is implemented in streaming
source 101 (as part of processing circuit 216), hearing aid set
102 (as part of processing circuits 323L. and/or 323R), or
distributed in both streaming source 101 (processing circuit
216) and hearing aid set 102 (processing circuits 3231 and/or
323R). In one embodiment, streaming source 101 includes
spatialization processor 104, which is configured to spatially
enhance the audio signal using the positions of hearing aid set
102 relative to streaming source 101 before streaming the
audio signal, and hearing aid set 102 receives and processes
the spatially enhanced and streamed audio signal to produce
the output sounds including the spatialization effect. In
another embodiment, hearing aid set 102 includes spatializa-
tion processor 104, which is configured to spatially enhance
the received streamed audio signal using the positions of
hearing aid set 102 relative to streaming source 101, and
processes the spatially enhanced streamed audio signal to
produce the output sounds include the spatialization effect. In
various embodiments, the real time determination of the posi-
tion of hearing aid set 102 relative to streaming source 101 by
positioning system 103 (or 403) allows for the spatialization
effect to be applied by spatialization processor 104 in real
time.

In one embodiment, spatialization processor 104 is config-
ured to spatially enhance the audio signal using predefined
time delays and/or predefined level differences associated
with the determined position of hearing aid set 102 relative to
streaming source 101. In another embodiment, spatialization
processor 104 is configured to spatially enhance the audio
signal using the hearing-aid wearer’s individual characteris-
tics represented by HRTFs. One example of implementing
individualized HRTFs uses head-related impulse responses
(HRIRs), which are the time domain versions of HRTFs
(which are defined in the frequency domain). A small set of
anthropometric measurements can be taken and entered into
a structural model, also referred to as an HRIR-generating
model. A small amount of fine-tuning can be performed to
improve the spatialization for the particular hearing aid
wearer.

In one embodiment, spatialization processor 104 adds
reverberation to the audio signal. In real life, an audio signal
also takes on different characteristics associated with, for
example, the size of a room and materials in the room. There-
fore, it is worthwhile under certain circumstances to add
reverberation to the streamed audio signal. In one embodi-
ment, spatialization processor 104 adds artificial reverbera-
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tion using constant parameters that are predefined for a
streaming environment. In another embodiment, system 100
provides the hearing aid wearer several reverberation options
to select from. These options each simulate, for example, a
different room type (such as defined by different sizes and/or
different materials of the room). In one embodiment, stream-
ing device 101 and/or hearing aid set 102 monitor the listen-
ing environment and extract reverberation parameters for
application to the audio signal. Examples of such reverbera-
tion parameters include times and/or levels at which the first,
second, third, etc. echoes occur). In one embodiment, hearing
aid set 102 monitors the listening environment, for example
through existing dereverberation algorithms, and transmits
reverberation parameters to streaming source 101, which then
applies the reverberation parameters to the audio signal.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating another embodiment
of a hearing assistance system 500, which represents an
embodiment of system 100 and includes multiple streaming
sources 501 A-N. System 500 is capable of handling multiple
audio streams, i.e., audio signals streamed from streaming
devices 501A-N to a hearing aid set 502, simultaneously.
Hearing aid set 502 receives and processes the streamed audio
signals and produces output sounds such that the hearing aid
wearer may hear sounds from different sources simulta-
neously.

In one embodiment, system 500 applies the same spatial-
ization technique with respect to each of streaming sources
501 A-N. In another embodiment, system 500 applies an indi-
vidually selected spatialization technique with respect to each
of streaming sources S01A-N. When multiple streaming
sources are present, different spatialization techniques may
be applied, depending on the distances each between the
hearing aid wearer and one of the streaming sources. For
example, a relatively advanced form of spatialization may be
applied for the streaming source that is located closest to the
hearing aid wearer, while a relatively simple spatialization
technique may be applied for a streaming source that is
located farther from the hearing aid wearer. Examples of
spatialization techniques include, but are not limited to, the
positioning and spatialization aspects discussed throughout
this document.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an embodiment of a
method 640 for spatially enhancing streamed audio. In one
embodiment, method 640 is performed by system 100,
including the various embodiments of its elements as dis-
cussed with reference to FIGS. 1-5.

At 641, an audio signal is produced at a streaming source.
The audio signal is to be streamed to a hearing aid set that
produces output sounds to be heard by a hearing aid wearer
using the streamed audio signal. At 642, the position of the
hearing aid set relative to the streaming source is determined
in real time. In one embodiment, this includes using one or
more sensors each receiving an incident signal and sensing
one or more parameters of the received incident signal. The
one or more parameters each indicate an orientation of the
hearing aid set relative to the streaming source or a distance
between the hearing aid set and the streaming source.
Examples of the one or more parameters include an AOA of
the incident signal, an RSS of the incident signal, and a TOF
associated with the incident signal. In various embodiments,
the sensors may each be included in the streaming source,
included in the hearing aid set, or a device separate from the
streaming source and the hearing aid set. In one embodiment,
one or more additional audio signals are streamed to the
hearing aid set from one or more additional streaming sources
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simultaneously with the audio signal, and the position of the
hearing aid set relative to each of the streaming sources are
determined in real time.

At 643, the audio signal is enhanced using the position of
the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source such that
output sounds include a spatialization effect allowing the
hearing aid wearer to locate the streaming source. At 644, the
audio signal is streamed to the hearing aid set from the
streaming source. It is noted that steps 641-646 are not nec-
essarily performed in the order shown in FIG. 6. In one
embodiment, the audio signal is enhanced for the spatializa-
tion effect at 643 using a processing circuit of the streaming
source, and then streamed to the hearing aid set at 644. In
another embodiment, the audio signal is streamed to the hear-
ing aid set from the streaming source at 644, and then
enhanced for the spatialization effect using a processing cir-
cuit of the hearing aid set. In one embodiment, in which
multiple audio signals are streamed from multiple streaming
sources, one or more of the multiple audio signals may be
selected to be each enhanced using the position of the hearing
aid set relative to the corresponding streaming source such
that the output sounds include a spatialization effect allowing
the user to locate each of one or more streaming sources from
which the selected one or more audio signals are streamed.

At 645, the output sounds are produced using the audio
signal. In one embodiment, the hearing aid set includes a left
heading aid and a right hearing aid, and the output sounds
include a left output sound for transmission to the left ear
canal of the hearing aid wearer using the left hearing aid and
a right output sound for transmission to the right ear canal of
the hearing aid wearer using the right hearing aid. In one
embodiment, the output sounds are produced by determining
a time delay and/or a level difference between the left output
sound and the right output sound using the position of the
hearing aid set relative to the streaming source and spatially
enhancing the audio signal to introduce the time delay and/or
the level difference between the left output sound and the
right output sound. In one embodiment, the output sounds are
produced by determining one or more differences between
the left output sound and the right output sound using head-
related transfer functions and the position of the hearing aid
set relative to the streaming source, and spatially enhancing
the audio signal to introduce the one or more differences
between the left output sound and the right output sound. In
one embodiment, reverberated is added to the audio sounds.
For example, the environment of the hearing aid set is moni-
tored, and reverberation is added to the audio signal based on
an outcome of the monitoring. In one embodiment, in which
multiple audio signals are streamed from multiple streaming
sources, the output sounds are produced using the multiple
audio signals including the one or more audio signals selected
to be enhanced for the spatialization effect. At 646, the output
sounds are transmitted to the ear canals of the hearing aid
wearer using the hearing aid set.

In various embodiments, the circuit of system 100, includ-
ing the various embodiments of its elements discussed in this
document, is implemented using hardware, software, or a
combination of hardware and software. In various embodi-
ments, processing circuits such as circuits in positioning sys-
tem 103, spatialization processor 104, and processing circuits
216, 3231, and 323R, may be implemented using one or more
circuits specifically constructed to perform one or more func-
tions discussed in this document or one or more general-
purpose circuits programmed to perform such one or more
functions. Examples of such general-purpose circuit can
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include a microprocessor or a portion thereof, a microcon-
troller or portions thereof, and a programmable logic circuit
or a portion thereof.

The present subject matter is demonstrated for hearing
assistance devices, including hearing aids, including but not
limited to, behind-the-ear (BTE), receiver-in-canal (RIC),
in-the-ear (ITE), in-the-canal (ITC), completely-in-the-canal
(CIC), or invisible-in-the-canal (IIC) type hearing aids. It is
understood that behind-the-ear type hearing aids may include
devices that reside substantially behind the ear or over the ear.
Such devices may include hearing aids with receivers asso-
ciated with the electronics portion of the behind-the-ear
device, or hearing aids of the type having receivers in the ear
canal of the user, including but not limited to receiver-in-
canal (RIC) or receiver-in-the-ear (RITE) designs. The
present subject matter can also be used in hearing assistance
devices generally, such as cochlear implant type hearing
devices. It is understood that other hearing assistance devices
not expressly stated herein may be used in conjunction with
the present subject matter.

While intended for hearing-impaired individuals, the
present subject matter can also be used by people with normal
hearing who wish to receive the streamed signal(s) in the
manner as discussed in this document. For example, the
present subject matter can be used in personal sound ampli-
fication products (PSAPs). The streaming sources discussed
in this document may include those owned by the hearing aid
wearer (e.g., prescribed for a particular hearing aid set) and/or
those made available for public use. Users of the present
subject matter will experience assisted listening that is con-
sistent with a natural sense of space and thus more transparent
and pleasing to use.

This application is intended to cover adaptations or varia-
tions of the present subject matter. It is to be understood that
the above description is intended to be illustrative, and not
restrictive. The scope of the present subject matter should be
determined with reference to the appended claims, along with
the full scope of legal equivalents to which such claims are
entitled.

What is claimed is:

1. A hearing assistance system for transmitting sounds to a

user, the system comprising:

a streaming source including a processing circuit config-
ured to produce an audio signal and a streaming circuit
configured to stream the audio signal;

a hearing aid set configured to be communicatively
coupled to the streaming source via a wireless link to
receive the streamed audio signal, process the streamed
audio signal to produce output sounds, and transmit the
output sounds to the user, the output sounds having a
spatialization effect allowing the user to locate the
streaming source, the hearing aid set including a left
hearing aid configured to deliver a left output sound of
the output sounds to the user and a right hearing aid
configured to deliver a right output sound of the output
sounds to the user;

a positioning system configured to determine the position
of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source in
real time; and

a spatialization processor configured to spatially enhance
the audio signal using the position of the hearing aid set
relative to the streaming source by determining a time
delay between the left output sound and the right output
sound using the position of the hearing aid set relative to
the streaming source and introducing the time delay
between the left output sound and the right output sound.
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2. The system of claim 1, wherein the positioning system
comprises one or more stations each including a positioning
sensor configured to determine at least one of a distance
between the hearing aid set and the streaming device and an
orientation of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming
device.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the streaming source
comprises a station of the one or more stations.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the hearing aid set
comprises a station of the one or more stations.

5. The system of claim 2, further comprising one or more
additional streaming sources each including a station of the
one or more stations.

6. The system of claim 2, wherein the positioning sensor is
configured to receive an incident signal and sense one or more
of an angle of arrival of the incident signal, a received signal
strength of the incident signal, and a time of flight associated
with the incident signal.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing circuit of
the streaming source comprises the spatialization processor
configured to spatially enhance the audio signal using the
position of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source,
and the hearing aid set is configured to receive and process the
spatially enhanced and streamed audio signal to produce the
output sounds including the spatialization effect.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the hearing aid set
comprises the spatialization processor configured to spatially
enhance the audio signal using the position of the hearing aid
set relative to the streaming source and process the spatially
enhanced streamed audio signal to produce the output sounds
including the spatialization effect.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the spatialization pro-
cessor is configured to determine a level difference between
the left output sound and the right output sound using the
position of the hearing aid set and spatially enhance the audio
signal to introduce the level difference between the left output
sound and the right output sound.

10. A hearing assistance system for transmitting sounds to
a user, the system comprising:

a streaming source including a processing circuit config-
ured to produce an audio signal and a streaming circuit
configured to stream the audio signal;

a hearing aid set configured to be communicatively
coupled to the streaming source via a wireless link to
receive the streamed audio signal, process the streamed
audio signal to produce output sounds, and transmit the
output sounds to the user, the output sounds having a
spatialization effect allowing the user to locate the
streaming source, the hearing aid set including a left
hearing aid configured to deliver a left output sound of
the output sounds to the user and a right hearing aid
configured to deliver a right output sound of the output
sounds to the user;

a positioning system configured to determine the position
of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source in
real time; and

a spatialization processor configured to spatially enhance
the audio signal using the position of the hearing aid set
relative to the streaming source by determining a differ-
ence between the left output sound and the right output
sound using head related transfer functions and the posi-
tion of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source
and introducing the difference between the left output
sound and the right output sound.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the spatialization

processor is configured to add reverberation to the audio
signal.
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12. The system of claim 11, wherein at least one of the
streaming device and the hearing aid set is configured to
monitor an environment of the hearing aid set, and the spa-
tialization processor is configured to add reverberation to the
streamed audio signal according to the environment.

13. A hearing assistance system for transmitting sounds to
a user, the system comprising:

a streaming source including a processing circuit config-
ured to produce an audio signal and a streaming circuit
configured to stream the audio signal;

a hearing aid set configured to be communicatively
coupled to the streaming source via a wireless link to
receive the streamed audio signal, process the streamed
audio signal to produce output sounds, and transmit the
output sounds to the user, the output sounds having a
spatialization effect allowing the user to locate the
streaming source, the hearing aid set including a left
hearing aid configured to deliver a left output sound of
the output sounds to the user and a right hearing aid
configured to deliver a right output sound of the output
sounds to the user;

a positioning system configured to determine the position
of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source in
real time; and

a spatialization processor configured to process the audio
signal using the position of the hearing aid set relative to
the streaming source such that the output sounds include
the spatialization effect and configured to add reverbera-
tion to the audio signal.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein at least one of the
streaming device and the hearing aid set is configured to
monitor an environment of the hearing aid set, and the spa-
tialization processor is configured to add reverberation to the
streamed audio signal according to the environment.

15. A method for transmitting sounds to a user, the method
comprising:

streaming an audio signal to a hearing aid set from a
streaming source;

producing output sounds using the audio signal, including
producing a left output sound for transmission to the left
ear canal of the user and a right output sound for trans-
mission to the right ear canal of the user;

transmitting the output sounds to the user using the hearing
aid set;

determining a position of the hearing aid set relative to the
streaming source in real time; and

enhancing the audio signal using the position of the hearing
aid set relative to the streaming source such that the
output sounds include a spatialization effect allowing
the user to locate the streaming source,

wherein producing the output sounds includes at least one
of:

determining a time delay between the left output sound and
the right output sound using the position of the hearing
aid set and spatially enhancing the audio signal to intro-
duce the time delay between the left output sound and
the right output sound;

determining a level difference between the left output
sound and the right output sound using the position of
the hearing aid set and spatially enhancing the audio
signal to introduce the level difference between the left
output sound and the right output sound;

determining a difference between the left output sound and
the right output sound using head-related transtfer func-
tions and the position of the hearing aid set and spatially
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enhancing the audio signal to introduce the difference
between the left output sound and the right output sound;
and

monitoring an environment of the hearing aid set and add-

ing reverberation to the streamed audio signal using an
outcome of the monitoring.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein determining the posi-
tion of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source
comprises receiving an incident signal and sensing one or
more parameters of the received incident signal.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein determining the posi-
tion of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source
comprises using a plurality of sensors each receiving an inci-
dent signal and sensing one or more of an angle of arrival of
the incident signal, a received signal strength of the incident
signal, and a time of flight associated with the incident signal.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein determining the posi-
tion of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source
comprises determining the position of the hearing aid set
relative to the streaming source using a sensor in the stream-
ing source.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein determining the posi-
tion of the hearing aid set relative to the streaming source
comprises determining the position of the hearing aid set
relative to the streaming source using a sensor in the hearing
aid set.

20. The method of claim 15, wherein producing the output
sounds comprises:

determining the time delay between the left output sound

and the right output sound using the position of the
hearing aid set; and

spatially enhancing the audio signal to introduce the time

delay between the left output sound and the right output
sound.

21. The method of claim 15, wherein producing the output
sounds comprises:

determining the level difference between the left output

sound and the right output sound using the position of
the hearing aid set; and

spatially enhancing the audio signal to introduce the level

difference between the left output sound and the right
output sound.
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22. The method of claim 15, wherein producing the output
sounds comprises:
determining the difference between the left output sound
and the right output sound using head-related transfer
functions and the position of the hearing aid set; and

spatially enhancing the audio signal to introduce the dif-
ference between the left output sound and the right out-
put sound.

23. The method of claim 15, wherein producing the output
sounds comprises:

monitoring the environment of the hearing aid set; and

adding reverberation to the streamed audio signal using the

outcome of the monitoring.

24. A method for transmitting sounds to a user, the method
comprising:

streaming an audio signal to a hearing aid set from a

streaming source;

producing output sounds using the audio signal;

transmitting the output sounds to the user using the hearing

aid set;

determining a position of the hearing aid set relative to the

streaming source in real time

enhancing the audio signal using the position of the hearing

aid set relative to the streaming source such that the
output sounds include a spatialization effect allowing
the user to locate the streaming source

streaming an additional audio signal to the hearing aid set

from an additional streaming source simultaneously
with streaming the audio signal;

producing the output sounds using the audio signal and the

additional audio signal;
determining a position of the hearing aid set relative to the
additional streaming source in real time; and

enhancing the additional audio signal using the position of
the hearing aid set relative to the additional streaming
source such that the output sounds include a spatializa-
tion effect allowing the user to locate the streaming
source and the additional streaming source.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein producing the output
sounds comprises producing a left output sound for transmis-
sion to the left ear canal of the user and a right output sound
for transmission to the right ear canal of the user.
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